Centennial Celebration

Praise God for 100 years of ministry of the Mennonite Brethren Church of the
Congo (Communauté des Eglises de Freres Mennonite au Congo, CEFMC). Visitors
from all over the world gathered at the church’s center in Kikwit from August 4-14,
2024 to celebrate the centennial and to express gratitude to God.

Since the church was started by North America missionaries in what is now Kwilu
Province, it has expanded into the Kongo Central, Equateur, Mai-Ndombe, Sud-Kivu,
and Nord-Kivu provinces. Now with nearly 104,000 members, 4 Bible institutes, 403
schools, 5 hospitals, and 9 health centers, growth continues. Reverend Antoine
Kimbila, who currently leads the church, said, “There are still places where people are
not converted to Christ. There are others where people are inadequately reached
and provinces where the church has not yet brought the gospel.”

See the interview on page 7 for more from Reverend Kimbila about the church and its
ministry.



CEM in motion...

In early June, AIMM Co-Executive Coordinator John Fumana
brought the Sunday morning message at the Ditalala local
church in Mbuji-Mayi, a CEM (Evangelical Community
Church, Communauté Evangéliqgue Mennonite)
congregation. He preached from John 5:1-9 and exhorted
the faithful to break out of all spiritual and mindset paralysis.

Indeed, CEM has been moving forward and is
celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. From beginnings
: that grew out of the Congolese Mennonite migrations in
AIMM Co-Executive Coordinator response to new administration at the country’s

John Fumana in prayer at CEM's independence, the church has overcome challenges to
Ditalala local church expand its witness across the Eastern Kasai and beyond.

Today this church community has 92 congregations in
12 districts with approximately 25,000 members. It also
counts 150 schools with approximately 35,000 students.
Local churches are growing and building new places of
worship in towns like Mwene-Ditu and Luputa, some 180
kilometers South of Mbuji-Mayi. CEM missionaries Mimie
Kanku and Celestin Kazadi are expanding the church in
Bandundu City and Likasi. AIMM friends and supporters are
contributing by helping with the construction of the church
New church buildings are 180 building at Mwene-Ditu and by supporting CEM
kilometers South of Mbuji-Mayi missionaries’ ministry.

«.and looking forward

As CEM looks to the future, CEM’s Executive Team invited
AIMM'’s Co-Executive Coordinator John Fumana to visit
congregations and witness church building happening in
Kabuela, Mwene-Ditu, and Luputa. In addition to seeing
what’s new, Fumana and CEM’s Executive Team talked with
pastors about the most pressing needs CEM is facing.

With 50 pastors for 92 congregations, CEM needs
support to train more pastors. In addition, working on a
capacity-building process focused on local assets will move
A tour of CEM's Bufuki local church the church in a productive direction for the future. AIMM Co-

construction in the city of Executive Coordinators will engage with the denomination’s
Mg Bty DR leadership to plan trainings for next year.
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Kalonda students engage ABCD ideas in the new course format by presenting what they've learned
about mapping local resources and linking assets to opportunities in their current studies, as well as
their future pastoral ministries.

To encourage entrepreneurship and prepare future pastors for
wholistic ministry, AIMM has converted modules of the Asset- »
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| came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly.

- John 10:10 /.
Future pastors and church leaders will learn methods to \

identify, map, and mobilize local resources and abilities in the

Based Community Development program into a course format
to be integrated into the Kalonda Bible Institute program.

communities where they will serve. In addition to preaching and

pastoral care, pastors are
often called upon to help

church members explore
economic activities that
will provide for their
families. Congregations
also need to mobilize
resources for ministry.

By giving future pastors
skills to recognize local assets and abilities and to evaluate ways to
maximize their impact, the Bible Institute aims to prepare them for
ministry that empowers the whole person, spiritually and materially.

In May students took the course for the first time. Pray for the
instructor, that he can integrate feedback into the course to
improve its effectiveness. Pray for Bible Institute students, that they
will gain the necessary skills to be catalysts and leaders for
spiritual and material development in the villages to which they

are assigned.
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EINEEEEEEEEE
Empowering Pastors

May was a busy month for the team working to

provide new opportunities to pastors and their

congregations through the pastors’ empowerment
project in the DRC.

The three AIMM member denominations in the DRC are
collaborating on this new effort. Conceived for pastors
whose congregations are not able to fully support them, the
goal is to provide entrepreneurial training and capital for
participants to expand or start income generating
enterprises. The collaborative nature of the project extends
beyond the three AIMM members church in the DRC. In
North America the Schowalter Foundation, Mennonite
Church Canada, Mennonite Mission Network, the Evangelical
Mennonite Conference, and AIMM donors all contributed
funding.

Before the distribution of funds,
the trainer assessed and provided
guidance for the business plans
that each participant presented.

Training activities for the first participating pastors took
place in the cities of Tshikapa, Mbuji-Mayi, and Kiktwit during
the last three weeks of May. Fifty-eight pastors from across
the three denominations attended.

When God gives a
mission and a vision,
he also gives the
resources to
accomplish it.

- Pastor Michel
Vunda, CMCo

# of Participants per denomination
MO'ende IOCEH ChUI‘Ch *« CMCo: 23 parﬁcipants

Brethren Church of the Congo (CEFMC), * CEFMC: 19 participants
DRC, after their training « CEM:14 participants

The 19 pastors from the Mennonite
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Changing Congregations, One Pastor at a Time

Participating pastors complete entrepreneurial training
sessions, prepare a business plan, receive a small business
loan of around $500, and together with their congregations
reimburse the funds for the next group. Bookkeeping,
assessing risks, calculating profitability, and developing a
business plan are key aspects of the learning process at the
beginning. The loan period is 12 months with an interest rate of

10% for the year.
T © @6

Pastor Guy Ifata of the Bethel congregation in Kikwit was
one of the pastors who attended the training. He has since
developed a business plan and received a loan to expand his
small business, buying gasoline by the barrel and selling it by
the liter to motorists and motorcyclists. With this new capital,
he increased his inventory to 1,200 liters, which makes more
funds available to support his family and allows more time for
pastoral responsibilities.

With his increased income, Pastor Ifata is also able to
financially contribute to his congregation’s fund for finishing
their church building. He noted, “My giving to the construction
project is a model and can motivate our church members to
also contribute.”

. Pastor Guy Ifata
(center) talks to
AIMM Co-
Executive
Coordinator
John Fumana in
the building
where Ifata
processes
gasoline for
re-sale.
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Members of a Village Savings and
Loan Association count their savings

Supporting churches
through savings and loans!

The Mennonite Brethren Church of
Congo’s village savings and loan
associations (VSLA’s) began with the
help of AIMM donors and the
Schowalter Foundation. The VSLA's
have been successful in Bandundu
City and in the Kenge, Kwenge, and
Kahema cities. There’s been much
success:

- Start-up funds of $10,000 in
2021 and $6,000 in 2022

- From 12 original savings and
loan groups to 74 groups currently

- $86,970 saved by savings and
loan members

- $73,878 in loans made to
members

- No more need to use predatory
loan providers

- The witness of the church
reinforced.

CLIP & SHARE

Tell a 3-min story of
God at work in Africa




seooe Community Notices sowo=

Marking milestones within the AIMM family

WITH US

Phyllis J. Boese

Phyllis Jane Boese, 94, passed away on
June 10, 2024. She and her husband
Glenn worked with AIMM and Habitat
for Humanity in the DR Congo from 1984
to 1992. Phyllis was best known for her
love of reading, playing games,

Please join us in prayer.

Clip & save prayer requests
Thank God for the Mennonite
Brethren Church of the
Congo’s 100 years of witness.

- Express gratitude for the BN s il ol gardening, crafting, and spending time
anniversary celebration in LISt g outdoors.
Kikwit in August and for the safe | Read the full obituary at:
travel of participants from | https://www.goglinfh.com/
Africa, Europe, and North :
America. Henry Dirks
- Thank God for guidance

One day after celebrating his 72nd
wedding anniversary with wife Tina,
Henry Dirks, 94, passed away on May 11,
2024. Henry and Tina spent most of
their time establishing various printing
and publishing centers in the DR Congo
between 1963 and 1993. Henry's belief
in the power of the printed word lives
on in the Congo.

Read the full obituary at:

https://www.tallmanfuneralhomes.ca/

and provision over the last
century and for the expansion
of the church, to date: 622 local
churches with nearly 97,000
members.
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Thank God for the Evangelical |
Mennonite Church of i
Burkina Faso. I
- Thank God for the church’s |
D’zungo and Siamou translation I
projects and the assistance that |
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the French Mennonite Mission
and the Evangelical Mennonite
Conference have provided.

- As the D’zungo New
Testament is distributed and the
Siamou NT nears completion,
pray that the Holy Spirit will
warm the hearts of those
hearing the gospel in their own
language for the first time.

ICC Meetings

AIMM’s International Central Council will meet from October 28 to
November 2 in Lomé, Togo. Nine AIMM Africa member churches from
Sierra Leone, Burkina | Vi :
Faso, Democratic
Republic of the
Congo, Angola, and
South Africa and
AIMM North America
members will meet to
worship, evaluate,

— - -
& and discern together.  ICC Meeting Family Picture, Oct. 2023
i
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The Church and its Ministry: Reverend Antoine
Kimbila gives his perspective on CEFMC today

Believers sing in CEFMC’s 100
years celebration (above) and
attend a service (below)

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12-13
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Cover photo: CEFMC dignitaries give the blessing for 100 years of ministry.

NEW HOSPITAL
TREATING PATIENTS

In response to the Lord’s call, Westside Community Church
of Morden, Manitoba, partnered with AIMM to ship a

container of medical supplies to CEFMC and CMCo.

Dr. Jean Kifutshi, Medical Director of CEFMC’s Kanzombi Hospital,
says that the medical equipment is making life better for both
medical personnel and for patients.

For patients like 17-year-old Sorene Kuse (pictured), the new
surgical equipment that helps doctors perform more surgeries per day
was life-saving when she needed an appendectomy. Her doctor, Dr.
Jean Kifutshi, appreciates the addition of an operation bed that
improves the efficiency and ease of surgeries performed at
the hospital.

Although the hospital still does not have everything it needs, Dr.
Kifutshi and CEFMC’s Kanzombi Hospital are grateful for the life-
saving equipment from Westside Community Church and AIMM!

CO DM OO CO DM OO OO OO D @

$.Dr. Jean Kifutshi
perfofming a check-up
¥ "®n Sorene Kuse




