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In May, the Kalonda Bible Institute participated in an ABCD training for a group of students, in-

cluding graduating pastors. The Assets Based Community Development method uses a commu-

nityès own assets and resources as the basis of development, empowering people by encourag-

ing them to use what they already have instead of immediately looking to outside sources for 

assistance. Director Reverend Bercie Mundedi and AIMM brought this training to the Bible Insti-

tute so that as graduates begin their pastoral ministries, they will be more able to assess the 

local resources of their communities and create opportunities for sustainable progress in their 

churches and for their own livelihoods.  

Reverend Bercie says that her dream is åto have more trainings on ABCD in order to change the 

mindset and help people to understand that you cannot develop a community, but a community 

develops itself by shifting the mindset and getting rid of mental and psychological and stomach 

poverty.æ 
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We thank God for his faithfulness to the 

Jalonké people of Mali. Since 2011 we have 

made a missionary visit nearly every year to 

Falea in Mali in collaboration with the 

Fellowship of Evangelical Churches, our 

partner in the Jalonké mission. Thanks be to 

God that when he starts something he sees it 

through to perfection. Our shorter visits have 

culminated in the sending of a missionary from 

among us. He has answered the call by saying, 

åHere I am; send me and my family to serve 

among the Jalonk®.æ Hence, our yearly mission 

trip to Mali this May was not just a visit but an 

opportunity to accompany Pastor Yaya 

Bengaly, his wife Madina, and his two 

youngest children, four-year-old Joseph and 

eighteen-month-old Ephraim to their new 

ministry site. We were a larger group of six 

delegates from the church this time in support 

of the Bengaly family and their new ministry.  

The road to Falea from Burkina Faso is long. 

Before departing there was time for prayers of 

consecration for the Bengaly family and for 

packing the belongings they were taking to 

set up their new household. After two days of 

travel over roads in disrepair and a delay of a 

flat tire, we arrived to Kenieba, Mali, at 

midnight. The following day we learned that 

the delegation from the Fellowship of 

ло 
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to Mali  

A Report from Pastor Siaka Traor® 
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Evangelical Churches was not able to get 

permission to cross into Mali from Senegal to 

join us as we had planned. We traveled the 

rest of the way disappointed 

that our North American 

brothers could not be with us, 

but glad for a safe arrival to 

our destination.  

Our time in Falea was full of 

activities. The first day we paid 

visits to the local authorities to 

explain the reason we had 

come to Falea and to inform 

them of work that Pastor Yaya would be doing 

as a missionary-pastor in the region. 

Afterwards we met with members of the small 

community of believers in the village for a time 

of teaching and fellowship, which continued 

the next day. I taught on 

the theme Being a 

Disciple to Make More 

Disciples. We also had a 

very helpful exchange 

with the local believers 

to define the role of the 

Bengaly family in Falea. 

They will not just live 

among the Jalonké but 

will work with them, also. Pastor Yaya will 

involve the Jalonké in mission work, and he 

will be a disciple who makes more disciples. 

While the Bengalyès will live in Falea, Pastor 

Yaya will also provide pastoral assistance in 

other villages that may need it. He will be 

accountable in this work to the Evangelical 

Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso and the 

partners who have commissioned him to this 

mission. The Bengalyès will serve for eighteen 

months, when an evaluation will be made to 

decide how to proceed. We left a motorcycle 

at the site to help Pastor Yaya do his work 

well.  

Once again, we thank God for his goodness 

and faithfulness. Our mission trip allowed us 

to share together, fellowship, and encourage 

Pastor Yaya and his family. Those of us who 

participated saw and now understand better 

the context and challenges that they will face. 

This knowledge will help the Burkina church to 

know to pray for and support our missionaries 

in the Jalonké ministry.  

To God be the glory! 

YŀōǳǘǎƘƛŘƛ ϧ {ƘŀƳōŀ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ {ƛŀƪŀ όǘƻǇ ƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀƳŀŘƻǳ .ŀǊǊȅ 

όǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘύ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

¸ŀȅŀ όōƻǧƻƳ ƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ aŀŘƛƴŀ όōƻǧƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘύ 

                  tŀǎǘƻǊ ¸ŀȅŀ ŀƴŘ aŀŘƛƴŀ 
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The Spirit of God has been moving among the 
brothers and sisters of the Evangelical 
Mennonite Community (CEM) of the Congo 
over the past year. The annual worship 
celebration gathered Godès children as per 
custom for five days during the last month of 
2021 at the Ciayima Tshibombo congregation 
in Kazaba District. The gathering brought 
together the faithful from the several 
missionary districts that form our community 
and was an expression of the unity and 
communion that reigns in our church.  
 
Pastors, church leaders, and lay preachers 

from across the different districts made the 
pilgrimage to the annual celebration and 
expounded on this yearès them: Whoever trusts 
in the Lord will be enriched, from Proverbs 
28:25. Periods of worship, thanksgiving 
prayers, intercessory prayers, and the study of 
the word of God marked this meeting of the 
gathered disciples of Jesus, who braved 
remaining health restrictions imposed by the 
authorities due to Covid-19.  
 
Night and day the children of God of our 
communion, who come from diverse regions, 
were filled with joy at the opportunity to be 
together in followship, each sharing his or 
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God is 
Faithful:  
 
Praising 
God and 
Building for 
the Future  

 

Good news from 

Reverend Jean Felix 

Cimbalanga, legal 

representative CEM wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WŜŀƴ CŜƭƛȄ /ƛƳōŀƭŀƴƎŀ ŀǘ ŎŜǊŜπ

Ƴƻƴȅ ƻŦ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ CƛŘŜƭǘȅ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
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her particular gifts with each other. Signs and wonders were the order of the day thanks to the 
Holy Spiritès guidance: deliverance, miraculous healing, Godès provision of good weather, and 
appeasement of the spirits.  
 
Over these last months the church has been busy with projects to reinforce the infrastructure of 
several congregations. Reverend Jean Felix Cimbalanga has overseen the completion of roofs for 
a number of church buildings, a project supported by AIMM Congo partners. We praise God for 
durable church structures that will provide places of worship and centers from which mission 
activity can radiate into the surrounding communities.  

 

wŜǾΦ /ƛƳōŀƭŀƴƎŀ 

όǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ 

ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ /9aΩǎ aŀǘŜƴŘƻ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ aŀȅ 

¢ƘŜ aŀǘŜƴŘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ  
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The Mennonite Brethren Church of the Congo 

(CEFMC)ès Village Savings and Loan 

Associations continue to grow. The VSLA 

project was launched in the December of 

2021 through funding provided by AIMM in 

order to provide microfinance investments for 

people who have need of more funding for 

their small-scale market activities or 

agricultural projects. The Congolese church 

partners are focusing on women and women 

with families as potential beneficiaries of the 

VSLAs. Members of the VSLAs are pleased 

with how being a part of the project allows 

them to save money and obtain micro-loans 

that increase their economic activities. In turn, 

this affects their access to healthcare and 

schooling opportunities. Below are stories 

from some of our VSLA members.  

CARINE  MPWO  

I am a married mother of six children, and I 

used to work as a maid for a family. There I 

earned U$7.50 per month. For the last three 

months, I have participated in the VSLA to 

create my own small business and not have 

to work in other peopleès homes for an 

/ŀǊƛƴŜ aǇǿƻ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǎǎŀǾŀ ƅƻǳǊ 

tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ ϧ 

[ƻŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ .ŀƴŘǳƴŘǳ 


