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L Learning in Partnership

For AIMM partners, serving one another means learning about one another first.
We grow in our relationships as we take time to understand where others are
coming from and how we can best become a family of faith together.

Through formal institutions, learning centers, and church projects, AIMM partners

discern what God is asking of us in order to be a more complete faith family. By using

UPDATE ON holistic approaches to ministry through formal and informal education, the African
EASTERN : :

CONGO church learns how to be stewards of God’s creation and how to be stewards of our
brothers and sisters when conflict erupts. We learn how literacy and reading glasses
can change the life of a widow and how pastors’ empowerment training can change
the lives of pastors, their families, and their congregations. We learn how by starting
with what we have and building with what we know, we can use local resources to love
our neighbors as Jesus instructed. We learn how to partner with those near and far to

further the kingdom of God, on earth as it is in heaven!



Learning about Reforestation in Angola

“This new reforestation work is expanding our experience
and knowledge and will refresh the soil for good production of
crops,” the Semente Menonita cooperative reported from
Malange Province in Angola. Thanks to assistance from the
North American Mennonite Men’s JoinTrees initiative, Semente
Menonita was one of eight sites in Angola and the Democratic
Republic of Congo where Mennonite church groups planted
9,644 fruit trees. The cooperative was formed by the
Mennonite Church of Angola and provides members with land
on which they grow cassava, onions, corn, tomatoes, beans,

One of the tasks of the members and cabbage, for their own use and for the local market.
of Semente Menonita is to care Through AIMM'’s collaboration with Mennonite Men, members
for the newly planted trees have added avocado, mango, orange, lemon, and guava trees,

which have food value, help to counter erosion, and protect the
soil’s fertility. “It has been a blessing,” said Mario DaGloria,
president of the Mennonite Church of Angola, as he explained
the benefits this tree-planting campaign. Thank God for
Angola initiatives such as this that both rejuvenate the earth and
increase food security among our African brothers and sisters!

Partnership Provides School Supplies in Sierra Leone

In Sierra Leone the literacy rate is just over 50%, and nearly
two-thirds of the children don’t attend school. The population
lives on less than $1.90 USD per day, so poverty is a reason
many parents don’t send their children to school. Christ
Salvation Mennonite Church stepped into the breach with a
plan to help primary students stay in school. With financial
support from the Luke Four Foundation and AIMM donors, 475
children in five schools received educational materials. The
church provided pencils, pencil erasers, crayons, a pencil
sharpener, a ruler, exercise books, crayons, and a backpack to

Fatou Conteh’s child attends the each child. The schools received backboard rulers, chalk,
Wesleyan Primary School and blackboard erasers, calculators, bells, and school registers.
benefitted from school supplies Fatou Conteh, a single mother whose child receives supplies,

expressed her gratitude and said, “It was very timely. | was
really worried how to prepare my child for the opening of the
school year when we received those items from the
Mennonites.” Thank God that Christ Salvation Mennonite

ALMOST %5 OF CHILDREN IN
SIERRA LEONE DO NOT

L
S R i Church was able to give vulnerable children a chance to learn
.I" to read and write!
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Un siéele d

AIMM’s John Fumana, seen in the Goshen office

(left) and giving a presentation (right)

John Fumana passed away
unexpectedly on May 15,
2026, while flying to Canada
with his wife, Lucie Wumba
Kembo. John was the
Executive Coordinator of
AIMM, and a member of the
Mennonite Brethren Church
of Congo (CEFMC). John and
Lucie have three adult daughters, one adult son, and one teenage
daughter, as well as a grandson.

In addition to John’s work with AIMM from 2021 until his death, he was
passionate about a myriad of issues, but those closest to John’s heart
were those that affected the African church. John held a degree in
education, a certificate in asset-based community development, and a
certificate as a trainer of trainers in asset-based community
development. He had extensive experience working with international
organizations, including World Vision, OXFAM, Inter-Church Medical
Assistance (IMA World Health), the U.S. Embassy in the DRC, and
TeachBeyond - Transformational Education Services, where he served
as Board Chair of TeachBeyond DR Congo and as a member of the
Global Board. John’s passion was to help promote human dignity by
transforming grassroots communities so that they can fully utilize their
God-given gifts and potential for self-reliance and sustainability.

1-574-535-0077 Africa Journal, Vol. 43 May 2026

An unexpected end

AIMM'’s Executive Coordinator, John Fumana,
passed away on May 15, 2026

At this time of great change in

the world, | see in AIMM an
opportunity to work with
member churches in Africa to
help them discover their
potential, and to motivate,
mobilize, promote and use
this potential in order to
empower the African church.
By God’s grace, | see the
opportunity to promote
balanced partnership.
- John Fumana in 2021
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Euger{h’m and Mbidi Kwete

Kalonda Bible Institute
graduate Eugene Kwete says
that through his training there,
his faith has become “more
practical and geared toward
community action.” He explains
that before attending the Bible
Institute, he felt “a calling, but
didn’t know how to respond.”

Under the leadership of
Director Bercie Mundedi, the
Kalonda Bible Institute has not
only taught theological classes,
but also invested in bi-
vocational training for its
students, specifically ABCD
(Assets Based Community
Development) training and
VSLA (Village Savings and Loan
Association) training. While
Eugene trained to become a
pastor, KBl helped his wife,
Mbidi, learn to lead hymns, to
preach, and to sew.

The Kwete’s say that the
Kalonda Bible Institute has
given them “the tools to serve
effectively in the local
congregation and the CMCo
and to be more self-reliant.”
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Peace-building in Kiri, DRC

Nathan Mudiji, Director of the Mission
Department of the Mennonite Brethren Church
of the Congo (CEFMC), is facilitating peace-
building initiatives between the Batwa and Bantu
communities living in remote equatorial forests
of the DRC. Mudiji is writing his thesis on
strategies for peaceful coexistence between the
Pygmies and Bantu communities of Kiri for his master’s program in
Sociology of Conflict Transformation.

All people are created by and in the image of the same God.
- Rev. Nathan Mudiji

The CEFMC has been doing mission work among the Batwa for
the last three decades, working to spread the Good News in the
Bikoro, Kiri, and Mbandaka areas. The Batwa people have been
marginalized, driven off their land, and exploited by the Bantu
peoples. CEFMC’s Mission Department seeks to transform the
relationship between the Batwa and Bantu communities to
promote peace and better lives for all.

As Director of CEFMC’s Mission Department, Mudiji travels to
the areas where the Bantu and Batwa peoples live and worships
with both groups. He draws from Paul’s first epistle to the
Corinthians, chapter 12, verses 12-31. Mudiji preaches that “we are
all parts of the body of Christ, and each part is important; none
should be neglected in favor of another.” At a service for both the
Bantu and Batwa peoples in Kiri recently, Mudiji called on them to
coexist peacefully because “all people are created by and in the
image of the same God.”

After the service, both
groups took Communion,
which was facilitated by Mudiji
and two other pastors: one
Batwa and one Bantu. Mudiji
reported, “These two
communities participated at
the Lord’s supper regardless
of who held the tray.” With
God’s help, this peace-
building ministry is making
progress and bringing people
together in God'’s reign.

Batwa people at church




'@@@@@@@@B@

A Timely, Candid, and Peace-Building New Memoir

A review by Faith Eidse, author of Deeper than African Soil: An honest
recollection of growing up as a Missionary “Third Culture Kid”

Ruth Keidel Clemens’ memoir of growing up in Congo, daughter of
AIMM missionaries Levi and Eudene Keidel, is timely, warm, relatable,
and layered with purpose and meaning. This is especially so as Ruth
matures to serve peace-building efforts in conflict areas around the
world. Her story wrestles through deep inner conflicts, crossing
cultures, and complex life questions.

Wasp stings nearly kill teenage Ruth Keidel when she's swarmed at
a Congo lake and point to an overarching purpose for her life. The
preschooler puzzles over why her family is fleeing their beautiful Banga
home—the only one she's ever known—during Belgian Congo’s 1960
struggle for independence. The Keidel family returns to Congo and their
new home becomes a shelter during the January 1964 Kwilu Rebellion
when several nearby missions are attacked and homes are burned
down. Toys are collected for the missionary kids who fled in nothing but
their pajamas, and eight-year-old Ruth shares her bed with a friend.

It turns out her parents’ families also survived great loss, which
helped develop their resiliency, determination, and intentions. Ruth’s
father, Levi, nearly died as a baby, and his mother recalled bartering at
his infant hospital bed, “If you spare his life, you can do with him as you
wish.” Similarly, Ruth’s mother, Eudene, watched her sister suffocate
from polio. Her church hosted visiting missionaries and Eudene’s vision
sharpened into becoming a missionary nurse in the Congo.

When Eudene later meets Levi on a blind date, her focus to follow
her calling drives the couple’s decision to go to Congo in 1952. They
develop schools, medical clinics, and a literacy bookmobile, all the
while concerned over lingering colonial burdens on the people.

Ruth, a generation removed, mixes humor and wit with her quest
message. After college, she returns to Congo to serve first as a dorm
parent at the Mennonite hostel, then serves with Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) as an administrative assistant.

She later meets Jonathan Clemens, who'd completed his medical
residency, on a church bicycling tour of Maryland’s eastern shore. They
marry in 1988 and serve with MCC in Vietnam-war-torn Cambodia.
There they adopt an orphaned Cambodian baby and begin raising their
family of four children in a nation suffering under US-led Western
embargo.

Special features of the memoir are
photos from around the world, including
Clemens’ time as International Program
director for MCC. She lists how people in her
community have found purpose in life, from
peace-building clubs in Cambodia to
nonviolent action in Columbia and
supporting asylum seekers at Reservoir Hill
House of Peace, which she and her husband
helped found with the Baltimore Mennonite
Church.

A Quest for Purpose: From lllinois,
Cambodia and Beyond can be purchased at
Bookshop.org:
https://tinyurl.com/RClemensBookshop

Yvonne Nopa-Piema participated in
the Ndjoko Punda Sports Camp

“My name is Nopa-Piema
Yvonne, and | was born in
Mweka. | was born Catholic, but |
studied at a Protestant school.
My parents didn’t attend the
Catholic church much, and at the
age of 16, | decided to be
Protestant. For my parents, it
was a big problem. Pastor
Ngindu Mata supported me and
reunited me with my family. My
father agreed that | could make
my choice [to worship where |
want to]. | am a faithful Christian.

After participating in this
sport camp, | noticed that this
camp and the leaders foster
mutual support between our
congregations. | would like these
sports activities to be more
frequently, not just annually. This
soccer camp really influenced
my way of sharing commitments;
everyone was truly considered.
We were able to learn from one
another and work together.”

aimmint.org




WITH US

Please join us in prayer.
Clip & save prayer requests
- Please pray for the family
of John Fumana as they mourn
his sudden death and deal with

all of the logistics that come with

the unexpected shock.

- Pray that AIMM will be able
to raise funds so that Bercie
Mundedi can finish her

the director of Kalonda Bible
Institute and will complete her
degree this year.

- Pray that the Muslim-
Christian outreach efforts in
Burkina Faso will bear fruit.

- Pray for successful

fundraising to put a roof on the

Vem e Vé Church in Angola.
The church built the foundation
and walls, and AIMM recently
obtained partial funding for the
roof from Mennonite Men’s
JoinHands program. Thanks be
to God!

- Pray for lasting stability in
Burkina Faso, as God’s work
continues to move forward
despite the security crisis.

- Pray for Christ Salvation
Mennonite Church in Sierra
Leone, as they continue to
support schoolchildren’s

education. |
\ /

R
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i AIMM was sad to see Nick Bouwman leave
us in October of 2025, but we were

| fortunate to gain Pippen Roth, who

| stepped in as Bookkeeper and Office

. Manager until June of 2026. Pippen came
| to us with a wealth of organizational and

| accounting experience. We are grateful for
Pippen’s guidance as we updated our

| accounting systems. We wish Pippen the

| best and are grateful for our time together! Pippen Roth

Community Notices

Marking milestones within the AIMM family

Read the full
obituary for
Raymond at:
https://www.legacy.c
om/

R he full
obituary for Ruth at:
https://www.legacy.c

om/

Raymond & Ruth Milhous

Raymond & Ruth Milhous served in Kalonda and Tschikapa of the
" s .| DRC from 1962-64. Raymond was a doctor and Ruth was a nurse;
theological education. Bercie is | ) _ _ y e
| while they lived in the DRC, they practiced medicine at a

. Mennonite hospital. Raymond passed away in 2024, and Ruth in

| 2025.

Martini Janz passed away a month
shy of her 99" birthday in April of
2026. Martini wore many hats for
AIMM including as a missionary in the
DRC, working in the home office, and
later as an ardent supporter of the
girls’ technical school at Lycée Miodi.
Martini’s life work was to uplift
women in the church.

. Read the full obituary for Martini at:
Martini Janz https://www.yoderculpfuneralhome.com/

Africa Journal, Vol. 43 May 2026



God’s Love in the Midst of Crisis

“Today many of our members have seen their households grow, not
by choice but out of spiritual duty, by welcoming those in distress from
war zones such as Goma Bukavu, Mwenga, Kamanyola and Luyungi,”
said Tulia Ruhembuza, a Mennonite woman from Kivu in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. Since the rebel group M23 took over
towns and cities in eastern DRC in 2025, many people have been
forced to flee their homes and have found refuge among families of the
nearly four dozen Mennonite Brethren congregations that are in the
region. The crisis has given church members the opportunity to show
God’s love to the refugees in their midst. At the same time, it has
increased strain on households whose livelihoods have become more
precarious as the violence disrupted trade, schools, and economic
activity in general. One elderly couple from the Bethesda/Sange

congregation, whose own children are grown up and left home, have 62-year-old Antoinette
welcomed three young refugee boys into their home. The couple’s Kipati is a faithful member
sustenance comes from farming and fishing, and they note that the of CEFMC’s Emmaus
boys understand when food is sparce some days. Welcoming those congregation who has

welcomed displaced and
orphaned children into
her home

fleeing violence is truly a concrete way that Mennonites in eastern DRC
are demonstrating God’s love in the midst of a truly troubling situation.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10

In response to the eastern Congo crisis, t ennonite Brethren
Church of the Congo (CEFMC) rallied around those facing acts of
violence and situations of great need. With assistance from AIMM
supporters in North America, the church provided corn flour and
some funds to cover immediate needs to 312 households in the cities
of Goma, Bukavu, Uvira, and Fizi. The church described the initiative
as a sign of love between Christians and a way to witness to our
common faith in Christ. While this was a modest gesture in the face
of great need, it was materially and spiritually important. Tulia
Ruhembuza expressed her gratitude and said, “May this chain of
solidarity continue. May our community remain united in prayer,
action, and love so that we may face these trials together. We
humbly and gratefully salute all donors, as well as the families who

A mother of seven,
Fatuma Eliza, fled Goma
with her children after
the violence have opened their hearts and homes, despite their own vulnerability,

to welcome our brothers and sisters affected by war.”
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Cover photo: From left to right, learners Sidonie Kutshienza and Marie Kayanda reading
the Bible in Kikwit

In July of 2025, Pamela Obonde came on board as AIMM Church [
and Donor Relations Coordinator. This decision was the culmination _ - v
of more than a year of discernment by leadership of the USA, @ P 4 .
Canada, and international boards. Over the past four years as Co+ r
Executive Coordinator, Bruce Yoder attended to the donor relations®
tasks, dedicating about 60% of his time to that work. The challenge“ 4
of growing the AIMM family requires more than that, however, as ¢ %
our donor base has aged and is slowly decreasing. We welcomed — -
Pamela Obonde in the full-time role of Church & Donor Relations
Coordinator to help meet the challenge. Bruce stepped down from
his role as Co-Executive Coordinator, and John Fumana was Bruce Yoder and John Fumana
carrying on as the sole Executive Coordinator. By keeping the served as Co-Executive
coordination of AIMM at two salaried positions instead of addinga  Coordinators from 2021-2025.
third, AIMM allowed more time to expand the AIMM family and John Fumana served as the sole
assure ministry collaboration well into the future. With the Exacutive Co-orc-linator fr_om July
3 : of 2025 until his death in May
unexpected shock of John’s death comes the need to discern of 2026.
next steps in executive coordination leadership. The Africa Inter-
Mennonite Mission family is strongly committed to each other and
to continuing our ministries together. We ask for your prayers
and grace as we begin the process of putting together a
search committee.




