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A 
 Congo Mennonite church campaign 
to use adult literacy education as a 
tool for evangelization is bringing 
hope to educators and learners 

alikeäand unearthing tales of suffering and 
repression. 

In its first two years of operation the Congo 
Mennonite Literacy Project, initiated by the 
leaders of womenès groups, has trained about 
200 educators who are reaching more than 

3000 illiterate adults of all ages, the majority 
of them women. 

Publicity about the program, largely through 
word of mouth, has stirred such a demand that 
the program has shifted to a new åtrain-the-
trainersæ phase. After a July workshop in 
Kinshasa, 16 of the experienced teachers 
received certification to become trainers of 

Despite Our Suffering 

By Nancy Myers & Charlie Malembe 

tŀǘǊƛŎŜ ¸ŀƳōŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ aōǳƧƛ-aŀȅƛΣ aŀǊŎƘ нлмуΦ  

bŜǿƭȅ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ-ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ IƻǎǘŜƭ ƛƴ YƛƴǎƘŀǎŀΥ CǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΣ ƭ-ǊΥ tŀǘǊƛŎŜ ¸ŀƳōŀΣ WǳǎǝŎŜ aƻǎƘŀƳŜǎǳΣ aŀǊƛŜ-5ƛŀƴŜ YŀǎŀƪŀƭŀΣ bŀŎƘŀ 
YƛƴǘŀŘƛ όǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊύΣ DƻŘŜƭƛŜǾŜ ¢ǎƘƛƪŀȅŀΣ bŀǘŀƭƛŜ .ǳƭŀƴŘŀΣ aƻƛǎŜ ¢ǎƘƛƪǳǘŀΦ .ŀŎƪ ǊƻǿΥ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘŞŜ {ƛƭŀ 
όƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ aŀƳƛƴŀΣ aŀǊƛŜ CǳƳŀƴŀΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ bƪƻƴƎƻƭƻ όǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊύΣ DǳƛƭƭŀǳƳŜ YƛƴƎǳƭǳΣ 
{ǘŞǇƘŀƴŜ ¢ǎƘƛŀƳŀƭŀΣ bŀƴŎȅ aȅŜǊǎΣ !ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴŜ ¢ǎƘƛŀƳŀΣ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǧŜ .ŀƳǇƛΣ IŞƭŝƴŜ WƻǎŞ aōƻƳōƻΣ !ƛƳŜǊŀƴŎŜ 
YŀōŜōŜΣ aŀǊǝƴŜ ¢ǎƘƛōƻƭŀΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ǎƘƛƳǇŀƪŀ ло 
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other teachers and are now preparing teacher-
training sessions in their regions. 

The huge demand follows in the wake of 
violent conflicts in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, both longstanding and recent.  

It was the plight of educators like Patrice 
Yamba Katembue that prompted program 
leaders and their North American partner, 
Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission, to launch this 
new phase of the program. 

Yamba, a primary school teacher, described 
what happened when he returned to his 
hometown in Eastern Kasai after being trained 
as an adult literacy educator in March 2018. 

åAs soon as I returned to Kamiji,æ he said in a 
July 2019 interview, åI made an announcement 
in church to alert illiterate persons. After the 
worship service, one of our church members 
went to inform the chief of Malenga village, 
[who], in turn, began to raise awareness in the 
whole population about the benefits of this 
project. I myself also passed the 
announcement about this project to our local 
radio-television station, Mont-Carmel. As a 
result, 242 people registered.æ 

Rather than turning people away, Yamba 
divided them into three classes: åI hold two 
classes in the morning, from 6 to 7 and from 7 
to 8. One of the classes is held in the 
afternoon. Each meets three times a week. My 
principal, who is also a member of my church, 
allows me to favor my literacy classes, 
because, according to him, this project 
contributes to the development of the 
Mennonite Church in particular and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in general.æ 

He added, åThis project has currently taken on 
additional importance. Many other traditional 
chiefs are asking me to start classes in their 
villages. In most of these villages, there are no 
Mennonite churches.æ He named half a dozen 

villages that are waiting for the teachers 

he planned to train after the recent Kinshasa 
workshop. 

In the interview, Yamba mentioned that there 
is currently no Mennonite church building in 
Kamiji, where he teaches. åOur church was 
burned down by the Kamwena-Nsapu militias,æ 
he explained. åWe hold these classes in the 
temporary shelter that we built after this evil 
destruction of our church.æ 

Asked to say more about the Kamwena-Nsapu 
conflicts, which took the lives of many in the 
Kasai region in 2016ã17, Yamba told his 
personal story. 

He described how his hometown, Kamiji, came 
under the influence of the Kamwena-Nsapu 
rebels, who used decapitation and witchcraft 
as instruments of terror, when local traditional 
chiefs appealed to the group for support 
against a corrupt administrator.  

åOne night we were awakened suddenly 
because the followers of Kamwena-Nsapu had 
arrived at Kamiji. We fled that same night, all 
my family and other Mennonite families of 
Kamiji. We walked to Mwene-Ditu,æ about 65 
km or 40 miles away, åwhere we took refuge 
with the Mennonites of Mwene-Ditu. We stayed 
there four months, March to June 2016. They 
were people of goodwill. The Mennonites of 
Mwene-Ditu took pity on us and fed us. We 
had a very, very hard time.æ 

He described what happened to those who 
stayed in Kamiji and lived with the followers of 
Kamwena-Nsapu who established themselves 
there. 

åThe camp of Kamwena-Nsapu programmed 
every Friday as a day of youth and prayers. 
The leader gave the order that all the habitants 
of Kamiji, Christian or not, must submit to the 
order to pray to their mysterious gods. If you 
refuse, you are beheaded on the spot and your 
flesh is dried to be fed to new recruits. Most of 
the Christians, especially the pastors of the 
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independent churches, were decapitated 
because they refused to bow to the mysterious 
gods of Kamwena-Nsapu.æ 

As for the Mennonites and other families who 
were refugees in Mwene-Ditu, åthe Kamwena-
Nsapu burned our houses, our churches and 
everything that belonged to us. Personally, I 
lost everything. 

åOn my return to Kamiji with my family I built a 
small house of straw. I still live in this little 
house in bad conditions with my family. I am 
unable, without financial means, to build a 
house of permanent materials. Many 
Mennonites of Kamiji are suffering because 
they have lost everything. Some lack clothes, 
shoes, some pass the night under the stars, 
others are beggars.æ  

Yamba appealed to Mennonites of the world 
to come to their aid. åDespite our suffering,æ 

he said, åwe will remain Mennonites all our 
lives.æ  

He expressed gratitude to the initiators of the 
literacy project, in which he, like other 
educators, serves as a volunteer. åNote also 
that through this project, all my participants 
have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
and now understand the word of God. Most of 
them have become members of our 
congregation.æ 

 

Nancy Myers volunteers as liaison to the Congo 
Mennonite Literacy Project for Africa Inter-
Mennonite Mission. She lives in South Bend, 
Indiana. Charlie Malembe is a Mennonite journalist 

living in YƛƴǎƘŀǎŀΦ 

¸ŀƳōŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ aōǳƧƛ-aŀȅƛ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлму 
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